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nified than virtue; and the other, a different genus of vice.
But since the existence of a divine man is a rare thing, (as
the Lacedemonians, when they admire any one exceedingly,
are accustomed to say, He is a divine man:) so also the
brutal character is rare amongst men, and is mostly found
amongst savnges. Eut some instances arise from diseases
and bodily imperfections: and those, who exceed human
nature in consequence of vice, we call by this odious name.
Eut concerning such a disposition as this we must make some
mention hereafter: and we have spoken concerning vice
before.

S. But we must treat of incontinence and effeminacy, and
of continence and patience: fur we must neither form our
idea of each of them as of the same habits with virtue and
vice, nor as being a different genus. But, as in other cases,
we must state popular opinions ; and after first mentioning
the difficulties, then prove if we can all the opinions that
have been entertained on the subject of these passions -, buf;
if not that, the greatest number and the most important:
for if the difficulties are solved, and the opinions are left un-
contraclicted, the subject would be explained sufficiently.

8. It is a common opinion then, first, that continence and
patience are amongst the number of things good and praise-
worthy; but incontinence and effeminacy, amougst things
bad and reprehensible.' Secondly, That the continent man is
the same with the man, who abides by his determination 5
and the incontinent, with the man, who departs from his de-
termination. Thirdly, And the incontinent man, knowing
that the things are bad, does them through passion ; but the
continent man, knowing that the desires are bad, does not
follow them in obedience to reason. Fourthly, And they
think that the temperate man is continent and patient: but
as to the latter, some think that every one of them is tem-
perate 3 others think not: and they call the intemperate
man incontinent, and the incontinent intemperate, indis-
criminately; but others say that they are different. Fifthly,-
And as to the prudent man, sometimes they say it is impos-
.sible for him to be incontinent; at other times, that some